MINUTES OF NEW FREEDOM BOROUGH
COUNCIL MEETING
September 8, 2025

New Freedom Borough Council met in Regular Session on Monday, September 8, 2025.
President Bobby led those in attendance to The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The
meeting was called to order at 6:45PM.

BOROUGH COUNCIL PRESENT ALSO PRESENT:

Andrew Bobby Kim Butcher, Mayor

Ryan Ross Walter Tilley, Solicitor

Erica Rearich Andrew Shaffer, Borough Manager
Dennis Sarpen

Dennis Cummings ALSO ABSENT:

David Reisdorf
Burnell Wildasin

BOROUGH COUNCIL ABSENT:

Announcement of Executive Session
President Bobby announced an executive session was held before tonight's meeting to
consult with legal counsel regarding ongoing and potential ligation.

Public Comment - Agenda Items
None

Visitors / Presentations

Rose Fire Chief Chris Boyer provided statistics and calls for service during the months of
July and August. President Bobby reviewed the statistics in Chief Boyer’s absence due
to an emergency call.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held August 11, 2025 were presented to

Council for their review. Dennis Sarpen made a motion, seconded by Ryan Ross, to
approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’'s Report for the month of August 2025 was not yet available. Approval will
be delayed until October.
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Unfinished Business

Paul Smith Library

President Bobby reported that the Paul Smith Library Board has determined it is in their
best interest to become a branch library of the York County Library System. A negotiation
is currently in process. Council expressed continued concern over ensuring funds
donated to the library stay local.

Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to approve a payment of $1,000
for September 2025. Motion carried.

Manager Shaffer presented a request from the Deputy Chief Clerk of York County
concerning an article that was placed in the Fall 2025 edition of the Borough News
newsletter regarding Paul Smith Library. The request was to re-word the statement that
the County Commissioners do not have direct oversight of the York County Library Board
and its actions. Council felt the statement was correct and accurate as written. Andy
Bobby made a motion, seconded by Ryan Ross, to maintain the newsletter article as
written and not issue an amendment. Motion carried.

Solar Energy — Decommissioning Bond Requirements

Dennis Sarpen made a motion, seconded by Ryan Ross to authorize advertisement of an
ordinance amending Chapter 225 to define Solar Energy Facilities (SEF) and require a
decommissioning bond. A minor adjustment was suggested to the ordinance to provide
the option to the Borough to call the financial security if the SEF fails to provide an
adjusted financial security every five years. Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by
Burnell Wildasin to amend the original motion and include the additional wording. Motion
carried. Following, a vote on the motion to advertise with updated language - Motion
carried.

Draft Plastic Bag Regulation Ordinance
Council reviewed a draft plastic bag ban ordinance. The consensus of Council was not to
pursue an ordinance of this type at this time.

New Business
Wastewater Treatment Facility — Phase 1 Aeration Upgrades
Application for Payment #6 in the amount of $416,385.00 from PSI Pumping Solutions,

Inc was presented to Council for review. David Reisdorf made a motion, seconded by
Dennis Cummings to approve the application for payment. Motion carried.

Bailey Avenue Stormwater Project
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to approve Application for
Payment #2 in the amount of $64,293.75 to Barrasso Excavation Inc. Motion carried.
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Pension Minimum Municipal Obligation

Dennis Cummings made a motion, seconded by Ryan Ross to approve the minimum
municipal obligation to the non-uniformed pension plan in the amount of $165,580 for
2026. Motion carried.

Shelter Agreement with York County

Mayor Butcher presented a draft shelter agreement with the County of York to utilize the
Community Center Auditorium during an emergency. Following discussion, Council was
asked to send comments to Mayor Butcher before the next meeting.

Advertisement - Public Hearing - Regional Comprehensive Plan

David Reisdorf made a motion, seconded by Ryan Ross to authorize advertisement of a
public hearing relating to the adoption of the Southern York County Regional
Comprehensive Plan. Motion carried with a Nay vote from Erica Rearich.

Administrative Reports
Solicitor
Solicitor Tilley updated Council on activities throughout the month of August 2025.

Manager
Manager Shaffer provided a report for the month of August 2025, as well as a grant report

listing closed and current grants since 2021.

President
President Bobby commented on a recent social media post regarding the quality of water
in New Freedom Borough.

Mayor
Mayor Butcher recapped a monthly report provided by SCEMA. An update to the

Emergency Operations Plan is scheduled for later this year. Additionally, SCEMA is
considering providing milage reimbursement and a possible stipend to the Emergency
Management Coordinator.

Police
The activity report for the period of July 13 to August 9 was provided for Council’s review.

The July 2025 Financial Report was provided for Council’s review.

Erica Rearich updated Council on department activities as reported during the September
2025 Southern Regional Police Department meeting.

Engineer
Council was presented with the monthly report from Warehaus.
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Water System
Council was presented with the August 2025 Operating Report for their review.

Wastewater System
Council was presented with the August 2025 Operating Report for their review.

Zoning & Code Enforcement Report
The Permit, Land Development, and Code Enforcement Reports for August 2025 were
presented to Borough Council for their review.

Recreation Report
No meeting was held in August. The next meeting is scheduled for September 16, 2025.

Committee Reports
Business Development

Nothing to report.

EMS & Fire Funding
Mayor Butcher provided a summary of EMS calls for service during the month of August
2025.

Public Health & Safety
Nothing to report.

Infrastructure
Nothing to report.

Personnel
Nothing to report.

Correspondence
President Bobby read a gratitude statement from Donna Peeler who experienced a
medical emergency during a concert in Marge Goodfellow Park.

An invitation to the York County Boroughs Association meeting on September 25, 2025
was provided to Council. Additionally, a nomination form for years of service award was
provided in advance of the annual meeting later this year.
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Public Comment - Non-Agenda ltems
David Reisdorf reminded everyone of the monthly Rail Trail Towns Networking Group

meeting.

Erica Rearich reported a vehicle crash over the Singer Road Bridge last weekend and the
potential need for additional traffic surveillance near the bridge due to possible damage.

Adjournment
At 8:52PM, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for October 6,

2025 at 6:30PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Andnew V. Staffer

Borough Manager
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