MINUTES OF NEW FREEDOM BOROUGH
COUNCIL MEETING
August 11, 2025

New Freedom Borough Council met in Regular Session on Monday, August 11, 2025.
President Bobby led those in attendance to The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The
meeting was called to order at 6:30PM.

BOROUGH COUNCIL PRESENT ALSO PRESENT:

Andrew Bobby Kim Butcher, Mayor (via phone)

Ryan Ross Walter Tilley, Solicitor

Erica Rearich Andrew Shaffer, Borough Manager
Dennis Sarpen

Dennis Cummings ALSO ABSENT:

David Reisdorf
Burnell Wildasin (via phone)

BOROUGH COUNCIL ABSENT:

President Bobby announced that Mayor Butcher and Councilmember Wildasin will
participate in the meeting via phone.

Public Comment - Agenda Items
None

Visitors / Presentations

Eva Ross presented to Council the concept of banning single use plastic bags within the
Borough. Under similar ordinances, plastic bags are replaced with paper bags and stores
mandated to charge 5-10 cents per bag to offset costs. The item will be placed on the
agenda for council discussion during the September 2025 meeting.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held July 14, 2025 were presented to Council

for their review. Dennis Sarpen made a motion, seconded by Dennis Cummings, to
approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report for the month of July 2025 was presented to Council for their
review. Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Dennis Sarpen, to approve the report
as presented. Motion carried.
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Unfinished Business
Stormwater Channel — North Constitution Avenue
Manager Shaffer reported the permit is now closed and can be removed from the agenda.

Paul Smith Library

President Bobby reported that the library has received member agreement termination
notification from York County Libraries, effective December 31, 2025. A meeting request
from the Paul Smith Library Board Chair to the York County Commissioners was sent and
has not yet been scheduled. Resident Jim Holley spoke in favor of maintaining Paul Smith
Library as a member library and in opposition to the forced transition to a branch library.

Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Dennis Cummings to approve a payment of
$1,000 for August 2025. Motion carried.

Solar Energy — Decommissioning Bond Requirements
Manager Shaffer reported that the New Freedom Borough Planning Commission will
review the draft language during their August 2025 meeting.

Letter of Intent — DCED Fire Study

Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to approve the letter of intent
with DCED to consider and evaluate the viability of implementing the recommendations
in the Southern York County Public Fire Protection peer-to-peer study dated January
2025. Motion carried with a Nay vote from Erica Rearich.

New Business
Wastewater Treatment Facility — Phase 1 Aeration Upgrades
Application for Payment #5 was not finalized for tonight’s meeting.

Winter Maintenance Agreement with PennDOT

Manager Shaffer presented Council with a requested renewal from PennDOT of the
winter maintenance agreement for state owned roadways within the Borough. The
proposed five-year agreement will run from 2025-2030. David Reisdorf made a motion,
seconded by Ryan Ross to approve the winter maintenance agreement with PennDOT.
Motion carried.

Bailey Avenue Stormwater Project
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to approve Application for
Payment #1 in the amount of $69,187.50 to Barrasso Excavation Inc. Motion carried.

Road Closure Request

Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Dennis Cummings to approve the road closure
request from New Freedom Heritage for New Freedom Fest on September 20, 2025.
Ryan Ross later amended his motion to include the timeframe of the Franklin Street tent
installation from Friday, September 19 at 3:45PM to Saturday, September 20 following
the event closure. Dennis Cummings also agreed to amend his second. Motion carried.
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Bee Tree Pump / Orwig Road Stormwater Project
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by David Reisdorf to approve Contract Change
Order #2 reducing the contract by $14,500. Motion carried.

Dennis Sarpen made a motion, seconded by David Reisdorf to approve Application for
Payment #1 in the amount of $131,005.00

Administrative Reports
Solicitor
Solicitor Tilley updated Council on activities throughout the month of July 2025.

Manager
Manager Shaffer provided a report for the month of July 2025, as well as a grant report

listing closed and current grants since 2021.

President
President Bobby reported that he has completed NIMS ICS 100 and encouraged others
to complete the training, reiterating the council chambers can be made available.

Mayor
Mayor Butcher recapped a monthly report provided by SCEMA, noting that a change in

emergency radio system is on the horizon.

Police
The activity report for period of June 15 to July 12 was provided for Council’s review.

The June 2025 Financial Report was provided for Council’s review.

Erica Rearich updated Council on department activities as reported during the August
2025 Southern Regional Police Department meeting.

Engineer
Council was presented with the monthly report from Warehaus.

Water System
Council was presented with the July 2025 Operating Report for their review.

Wastewater System
Council was presented with the July 2025 Operating Report for their review. Additionally,
the monthly progress meeting agenda for the Phase 1 Aeration Improvements was
provided to Council.
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Zoning & Code Enforcement Report
The Permit, Land Development, and Code Enforcement Reports for July 2025 were
presented to Borough Council for their review.

Recreation Report
No written report was available from the July 2025 meeting.

The June 2025 financial report was provided for Council’s review.

Committee Reports
Business Development

Nothing to report.

EMS & Fire Funding
Mayor Butcher provided a summary of EMS calls for service during the month of July
2025.

Public Health & Safety
Nothing to report.

Infrastructure
Nothing to report.

Personnel
Nothing to report.

Correspondence
Nothing additional.

Public Comment - Non-Agenda ltems
Nothing additional.

Adjournment
At 8:29PM, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for September 8,

2025 at 6:30PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Andnew V. Staffer

Borough Manager
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