
MINUTES OF NEW FREEDOM BOROUGH 
COUNCIL MEETING 

July 14, 2025 
  
New Freedom Borough Council met in Regular Session on Monday, July 14, 2025. 
President Bobby led those in attendance to The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The 
meeting was called to order at 6:38PM. 
 

BOROUGH COUNCIL PRESENT 
Andrew Bobby 
Ryan Ross 
Erica Rearich 
Dennis Sarpen 

Dennis Cummings 
David Reisdorf 
Burnell Wildasin 
 
BOROUGH COUNCIL ABSENT: 
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Kim Butcher, Mayor 
Walter Tilley, Solicitor  
Andrew Shaffer, Borough Manager 
(via phone) 
 
ALSO ABSENT: 
 
 

 
President Bobby announced an executive session was held immediately before tonight’s 
meeting to discuss two real estate matters and implications of the amusement tax. 
 
Public Comment Statement 
President Bobby addressed proper actions to be taken by the public and council during 
the public comment periods.  
 
Public Comment - Agenda Items 
None 
 
Visitors / Presentations 
None 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held June 9, 2025 were presented to Council 
for their review. David Reisdorf made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin, to approve 
the minutes as presented. Motion carried.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report for the month of June 2025 was presented to Council for their 
review. Burnell Wildasin made a motion, seconded by Ryan Ross, to approve the report 
as presented. Motion carried. 
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Unfinished Business 
Stormwater Channel – North Constitution Avenue 
Manager Shaffer reported there is no update on the permit closeout.  
 
Paul Smith Library 
President Bobby reported that a meeting was held between current municipalities and 
Paul Smith Library Board. The next step will be for the group to draft a letter in support of 
additional funding from the York County Commissioners.        
 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to approve a payment of $1,000 
for July of 2025. Motion carried.  
 
Solar Energy – Decommissioning Bond Requirements 
Manager Shaffer reported that the New Freedom Borough Planning Commission will 
review the draft language during their August 2025 meeting. 
 
Amusement Tax – Northern Central Railway 
Following the discussion last month, David Reisdorf made a motion to return 100% of the 
2024 tax collected. Motion failed for lack of a second. Ryan Ross made a motion, 
seconded by David Reisdorf to amend the tax rate of 5% to 2.5%. Both Ryan Ross and 
David Reisdorf later rescinded their motions. Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by 
David Reisdorf to return 30% of the 2024 tax collected. David Reisdorf called the question. 
Voting Aye to call the question – Dennis Sarpen, David Reisdorf, Burnell Wildasin, 
Andrew Bobby, Ryan Ross. Voting Nay to call the question – Erica Rearich and Dennis 
Cummings. Motion to return 30% of the 2024 tax collected, carried with Nay votes from 
Erica Rearich and Dennis Cummings.  
 
New Business  
Option to Purchase Real Estate Agreement 
President Bobby presented an option to purchase agreement for 1 East Franklin Street. 
The agreement would allow the Borough time to obtain grant funding for purchase and 
demolition of the building. Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to 
approve the option to purchase real estate agreement located at 1 East Franklin Street. 
Motion carried with Nay votes from Erica Rearich and Dennis Cummings. 
 
President Bobby requested a change to the agenda to allow Chief Boyer to present 
monthly statistics for the month of June 2025. Chief Boyer also provided an update on 
the new ladder truck construction, which is expected to be delivered in the Fall of 2028. 
 
Wastewater Treatment Facility – Phase 1 Aeration Upgrades 
Dennis Sarpen made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to approve application for 
payment #4 in the amount of $234,114.24 from PSI Pumping Solutions Inc. Motion 
carried. 
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Letter of Intent – DCED Fire Study 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by David Reisdorf to approve the letter of intent 
with DCED for implementation of the recommendations from the fire study. Due to 
concerns with wording in the provided letter, Council requested to table the matter and 
request a re-wording of the Letter of Intent. Both Ryan Ross and David Reisdorf withdrew 
their motion and second.  
 
2025 John Deere Backhoe Purchase 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin to approve the purchase of the 
2025 John Deere Backhoe from Groff Tractor and Equipment in the amount of $151,900. 
It was noted that the purchase will be partially funded from the DEP 904 grant in the 
amount of $68,250. Motion carried with Nay votes from Erica Rearich and Dennis 
Cummings.  
 
Acquisition of Land for Stormwater Maintenance 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by David Reisdorf to approve a resolution 
authorizing the acquisition of land for stormwater maintenance. The parcels are part of 
the development along Ashlee Court and North Second Street owned by Altieri 
Enterprises. Motion carried with Nay votes from Erica Rearich and Dennis Cummings.  
 
Administrative Reports 
Solicitor 
Solicitor Tilley updated Council on activities throughout the month of June 2025.  
 
Manager 
Manager Shaffer provided a report for the month of June 2025, as well as a grant report 
listing closed and current grants since 2021.   
 
President 
Nothing additional at this time.  
 
Mayor 
Mayor Butcher noted complaints he has received regarding VFW Post 7012 and noise 
concerns occurring during country line dancing on Thursday evenings. The individuals 
are encouraged to contact Southern Regional Police Department during times of concern.  
 
Mayor Butcher reported on SCEMA activities and introduced Stan Walters, Emergency 
Management Coordinator, to review the monthly reports as provided to Council. Stan also 
reported that he will schedule a meeting to review utilization of the Community Center as 
an emergency shelter. It was also noted and encouraged that all council members 
obtained the necessary NIMS certifications.  
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Police 
The activity report for period of May 18 to June 14 was provided for Council’s review. 
 
The May 2025 Financial Report was provided for Council’s review. 
 
Erica Rearich updated Council on department activities as reported during the July 2025 
Southern Regional Police Department meeting. 
 
Engineer 
Council was presented with monthly reports from Warehaus and ARRO. 
 
Water System 
Council was presented with the June 2025 Operating Report for their review.  
 
Wastewater System 
Council was presented with the June 2025 Operating Report for their review. Additionally, 
the monthly progress meeting agenda for the Phase 1 Aeration Improvements was 
provided to Council. 
 
Zoning & Code Enforcement Report 
The Permit, Land Development, and Code Enforcement Reports for June 2025 were 
presented to Borough Council for their review. 
 
Recreation Report 
The June 2025 meeting report was provided for Council’s review.  
 
The May 2025 financial report was provided for Council’s review.  
 
It was announced that Gina has submitted her resignation effective for the end of July 
2025. Manager Shaffer has been in contact with DCNR regarding next steps as it relates 
to Circuit Rider Grant Funding.   
 
Committee Reports  
Business Development 
Nothing to report.  
 
EMS & Fire Funding 
Mayor Butcher provided a summary of EMS calls for service during the month of June 
2025.    
 
Public Health & Safety 
Nothing to report. 
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Infrastructure 
Nothing to report. 
 
Personnel 
Nothing to report. 
 
Rental Housing and Occupancy Ordinance 
President Bobby reported this Committee is dissolved.  
 
Correspondence 
An invite to the groundbreaking ceremony for VFW Post 7012 was provided to Council.  
 
The Regional Comprehensive Plan will be reviewed by the York County Planning 
Commission during their July 15, 2025 meeting.   
 
Public Comment - Non-Agenda Items 
Jake Smith, Public Works Superintendent, requested a meeting with the Infrastructure 
Committee to discuss current and upcoming projects.  
 
Adjournment 
At 8:56PM, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for August 11, 
2025 at 6:30PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Andrew N. Shaffer 
 

Borough Manager 
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