
MINUTES OF NEW FREEDOM BOROUGH 
COUNCIL MEETING 

June 9, 2025 
 
New Freedom Borough Council met in Regular Session on Monday, June 9, 2025. 
President Bobby led those in attendance to The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. The 
meeting was called to order at 6:44PM. 
 

BOROUGH COUNCIL PRESENT 
Andrew Bobby 
Ryan Ross 
Erica Rearich (via phone) 
Dennis Sarpen 

Dennis Cummings 
David Reisdorf 
Burnell Wildasin 
 
BOROUGH COUNCIL ABSENT: 
 

ALSO PRESENT: 
Kim Butcher, Mayor 
Walter Tilley, Solicitor  
Andrew Shaffer, Borough Manager 
 
ALSO ABSENT: 
 
 

 
President Bobby announced an executive session was held immediately before tonight’s 
meeting to discuss a potential real estate transaction. 
 
It was announced that Erica Rearich would participate in tonight’s meeting via phone.   
 
Public Comment - Agenda Items 
Devin Taylor spoke concerning his litigation against the Borough and other co-
defendants.   
 
Visitors / Presentations 
Ashley Zimmerman with Northern Central Railway provided an update regarding their 
impact on the local economy, annual expenses, marketing initiatives, and recent 
challenges. Ms. Zimmerman requested that council consider returning 100% of the 2024 
tax remitted back to Northern Central Railway. This item will be placed on the July 2025 
agenda for consideration. Solicitor Tilley was requested to research the legality of 
rebating the amusement tax, and the legality of imposition of a tax that only impacts one 
entity. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held May 12, 2025 were presented to Council 
for their review. Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Dennis Sarpen, to approve the 
minutes as presented. Motion carried.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report for the month of May 2025 was presented to Council for their 
review. Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin, to approve the report 
as presented. Motion carried.  
 
Unfinished Business 
Stormwater Channel – North Constitution Avenue 
Manager Shaffer reported there is no update on the permit closeout.  
 
Ms. Russell questioned the area identified as wetlands in the Freedom Square land 
development plan (between apartment buildings). Manager Shaffer will review the land 
development plan for any notes pertaining to the indicated wetlands.  
 
Paul Smith Library 
President Bobby reported that attorney Jeffrey Rehmeyer II connected with the attorney 
for the York County Library System. He was informed that the York County Library Board 
does not desire to hold any further meetings with the “task force.” Additionally, it is 
believed that in the near future the existing membership agreements will be subject to a 
notice of termination.  
 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by David Reisdorf to approve a payment of $1,000 
for June of 2025. It was noted that the check be made payable to the “Friends of the Paul 
Smith Library.” Motion carried.  
 
Solar Energy – Decommissioning Bond Requirements 
Manager Shaffer reported that the York County Planning Commission reviewed the draft 
zoning ordinance amendment during their meeting on May 20, 2025. While 
recommendation for approval was provided, a few minor modifications were suggested. 
A revised draft ordinance was provided and reviewed by Borough Council. Dennis Sarpen 
made a motion, seconded by Burnell Wildasin, to authorize the changes and submit to 
the Borough’s Planning Commission for review and comment. Motion carried.    
 
South Central York County Senior Center Lease 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by Dennis Cummings to approve the lease with the 
South Central York County Senior Center for space at the Community Center. Motion 
carried. 
 
New Business  
Wastewater Treatment Facility – Phase 1 Aeration Upgrades 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by David Reisdorf to approve application for 
payment #3 in the amount of $160,099.96 from PSI Pumping Solutions Inc. Motion 
carried. 
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Orwig Road / Bee Tree Pump Station Improvements 
David Reisdorf made a motion, seconded by Ryan Ross to approve contract change order 
#1, extending the contract period by 81 days and reducing the contract amount by $800. 
Motion carried. 
 
Administrative Reports 
Solicitor 
Solicitor Tilley updated Council on activities throughout the month. Of note, Solicitor Tilley 
has been working with Manager Shaffer to research two parcels owned by Altieri 
Enterprises near the intersection of Ashlee Court and North Second Street. One parcel 
contains an unmaintained stormwater detention basin and the other lies directly 
downstream of the proposed stream restoration project.    
 
Manager 
Manager Shaffer provided a report for the month of May 2025, as well as a grant report 
listing closed and current grants since 2021.   
 
President 
Nothing additional at this time.  
 
Mayor 
Mayor Butcher requested an update on the generator installation at the Community 
Center and Fire Station. Manager Shaffer reported that installation of the gas service line 
is next in the sequence list.  
 
Mayor Butcher reported on SCEMA activities and requested Council consider authorizing 
the use of the Community Center as an emergency shelter. Mayor Butcher will obtain 
additional information and report back to Council.  
 
Police 
The activity report for period of March 23 to April 19 was provided for Council’s review. 
 
The activity report for period of April 20 to May 17 was provided for Council’s review. 
 
The March 2025 Financial Report was provided for Council’s review. 
 
The April 2025 Financial Report was provided for Council’s review. 
 
David Reisdorf and President Bobby updated Council on department activities as 
reported during the June 2025 Southern Regional Police Department meeting. 
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Engineer 
Council was presented with monthly reports from Warehaus and ARRO. 
 
Water System 
Council was presented with the May 2025 Operating Report for their review.  
 
Wastewater System 
Council was presented with the May 2025 Operating Report for their review. Additionally, 
the monthly progress meeting agenda for the Phase 1 Aeration Improvements was 
provided to Council. 
 
Zoning & Code Enforcement Report 
The Permit, Land Development, and Code Enforcement Reports for May 2025 were 
presented to Borough Council for their review. 
 
Recreation Report 
The May 2025 meeting report was provided for Council’s review.  
 
The April 2025 financial report was provided for Council’s review.  
 
Committee Reports  
Business Development 
Nothing to report.  
 
EMS & Fire Funding 
Mayor Butcher provided a summary of EMS calls for service during the month of May 
2025.    
 
Public Health & Safety 
Nothing to report. 
 
Infrastructure 
Nothing to report. 
 
Personnel 
Nothing to report. 
 
Rental Housing and Occupancy Ordinance 
Ryan Ross made a motion, seconded by David Reisdorf to not set a date or time for a 
public meeting. Motion carried with Nay votes from Erica Rearich and Dennis Cummings. 
The item will remain on the agenda.  
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Correspondence 
An invite to the quarterly meeting of the York County Borough’s Association was provided.  
 
Public Comment - Non-Agenda Items 
David Reisdorf, read a statement from Kelly Salla, regarding the damage that occurred 
to the VFW Sign, Lions Club Sign, and the Borough’s Welcome Sign and her appreciation 
to the community members and police department for their assistance.  
  
Solicitor Tilley provided clarification on requirements to announce executive sessions and 
topics covered.  
  
Dennis Cummings thanked Council for allowing Mayor Butcher and himself to attend the 
Pennsylvania State Association of Boroughs Conference.  
 
Adjournment 
At 8:44PM, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for July 14, 2025 
at 6:30PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Andrew N. Shaffer 
 

Borough Manager 
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